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Armstrong Campus Chorale and Vocal Chamber
Ensemble perform at 27th annual Memorial
Concert
NOVEMBER 9, 2018
The Georgia Southern Armstrong Campus University Chorale and Vocal Chamber will perform in honor of J. Harry Persse,
Ph.D., at the J. Harry Persse Memorial Concert on Nov. 11 at 3 p.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic Church. The concert is held
annually to celebrate the legacy of J. Harry Persse, Ph.D., who was a musician, composer and educator at Armstrong State
College in Savannah from 1965 to 1988.
Robert Harris, D.M.A., director of the Armstrong Campus Chorale and Vocal Chamber Ensemble, said the performances will
honor Persse’s high level of talent.
“This concert was started after Harry’s death as a memorial and to fund
an endowed scholarship in the music department,” Harris said. “It will
be held in his home church where he was the music director for much of
his life. The program will feature one of his compositions, a setting of
the ‘Ave Maria,’ as well as two compositions by students in the choir.”
Persse joined the Armstrong State College faculty after completing his
doctorate in 1965 at Florida State University. He taught and served as
the head of the Department of Fine Arts until his passing in 1988. He
was also an active composer for most of his life and a choir director for
both Armstrong and Sacred Heart Catholic Church.
The winner of the J. Harry Persse Music Scholarship, which is given to
the student with the highest GPA in the first three semesters of music theory, will be announced at the concert.
Tickets to the performance are free, and donations to the J. Harry Persse Music Scholarship Fund will be accepted.
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research institution founded in 1906, offers 141 degree programs
serving nearly 26,500 students through nine colleges on three campuses in Statesboro, Savannah, Hinesville and online
instruction. A leader in higher education in southeast Georgia, the University provides a diverse student population with
expert faculty, world-class scholarship and hands-on learning opportunities. Georgia Southern creates lifelong learners who
serve as responsible scholars, leaders and stewards in their communities. Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu.
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